
Senior Advisory Committee 

August 28, 2012 

Town Hall, Old Town Road 

10:15 a.m. 

 

Present:  Gail Pierce, Sandra Kelly, Dorothy Graham, Betsy Theve, Ann Henault, Betsey 

DeMaggio, and after the first votes, Linda Spak.  Also present were Janet Merritt and Gloria 

Redlich from the Block Island Times.  Bonny Ryan was present to take the minutes.  Kathleen 

Mitchell, Senior Coordinator was also present. 

 

Not Present:  Sandra Hopf 

 

Meeting was called to order by the Chair, Gail Pierce at 10:15 

 

Approve Minutes of meeting, July 17, 2012. 

With a minor wording change, a motion was made by Sandra Kelly and seconded by Betsy 

Theve to approve the minutes of July 17, 2012. 

 Ayes 6 (Pierce, Kelly, Graham, Theve, Henault, DeMaggio) Nays 0 

                       Absent 2 (Spak, Hopf) 

 

Approve Executive Session Minutes, July 17, 2012 

Minutes were approved as written in a motion by Betsy Theve and seconded by Dorothy 

Graham. 

 Ayes 5 (Pierce, Graham, Theve, Henault, DeMaggio) Nays 0 

                       Absent 2 (Spak, Hopf)           Abstention 1 (Kelly, did not receive the minutes) 

 

Welcome Senior Coordinator Kathleen Mitchell.  Her input/report. 

Kathleen Mitchell reported that her phone number at Town Hall will be 466-5419; her mail 

address is Senior Coordinator PO Box 220, Block Island RI  02807 and her email will be 

seniorcoordinator@New-Shoreham.com  She then circulated that attached list of items she 

would like to try and schedule.  She pointed out that she had surveyed people for their interest 

and most were interested in exercise, health topics, and she said many would come if food were 

involved.  She gave a small explanation for each item on the list and said she would like to post a 

calendar of events on the Bulletin Board.   Starting dates for schedule were discussed with 

everyone agreeing the late September would be a good time to start.  There was also a discussion 

about changing the work Senior in the group name.  There was no immediate action on this. 

 

Update on ongoing activities 

Soup group – Ms. Pierce felt that there was a need to change the focus of Soup Group to attract 

more people.  It was decided to wait on this until Kathleen Mitchell has started scheduling 

things.  Many options were discussed. 

Neptune Pool – Insurance/stairs – Ms. Spak reported that Nancy Dodge, Town Manager said that 

the insurance was in place.  She reported on having given Ms. Dodge the information about the 

stairs.  Kathleen Mitchell did have a conversation with Meredith McAloon and agreed to take 

over on this. 
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Block Island Bulletin Board – Ms. Kelly reported that there were now 185 members and that she 

had posted 507 messages. 

 

Senior Tax Exemptions – A letter for the Town Council was circulated and discussed.  Sandra 

Kelly will make the changes and circulate it to the membership.  A motion was made by Linda 

Spak and seconded by Betsey Theve to send the letter to the Council after the corrections have 

been made. 

 Ayes 6 (Pierce, Kelly, Spak, DeMaggio, Henault, Graham)          Nays 0 

  Absent 1 (Hopf) 

 

Island Wide Notification system -  The school uses TRZ communications.  Ann Henault will 

investigate this. 

   

Handicap access to Beach- This was discussed with no action needed. 

 

At 11:55 am. a motion was made by Betsey Theve and seconded by Ann Henault to adjourn and 

voted unanimously. 

 

Minutes approved: September 18, 2012 

 

 

 

Bonny Ryan 

Assistant Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


